Chapter 3

THE EXPERIMENT OF A
WOMAN RULER

ENGLAND was now faced with the very situation from which
Henry VIII had wanted to save her. She was to make the
experiment of a woman ruler. Thanks to Northumberland,
it began in abundant goodwill: such was the disgust with his
selfish conspiracy that even the great divide of religion was
temporarily levelled. The bells and thanksgivings, the feastings
and pageants with which London welcomed the Queens gave
expression to the loyalty and favour of the people.

The Queen had no easy task. She was a devout Catholic,
about to rule a country where the Reformation was twenty years
old and a generation had reached manhood to whom papal
authority was strange and alien; a country which rejoiced in its
insularity and hated foreigners and foreign jurisdiction. An
observant Venetian - a Catholic - after nearly three years' resi-
dence in Mary's Court, thought that genuine Catholics were
very few, and none under thirty-five. For the most part, he be-
lieved that Englishmen were ready in outward show to follow
their Prince's example and order, even were he a Mahommedan
or a Jew. His impression was probably derived from a limited
area but was not without justification, for the Council of Trent
had riot yet defined Catholic doctrine nor the Counter-Reforma-
tion reawakened enthusiasm, and for the time being Protestant-
ism was the live and attacking force. What is more, it held the
strategic parts of the country-the towns and the home counties -
and was strongest and keenest in London, which in the late
reign had been a refuge for religious exiles from abroad. From
many points of view, London was the kingdom. Finance, trade,
government were centred there; the monarchy was attached
to it with indissoluble bonds; and if later in the century Paris
was worth a Mass, London was equally worth a Sermon. It was